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SUBJECT: LAW OE THE SEA: COLOMBIAN-PERUVIAN DECLARTION 
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1. SOME LOCAL PRESS AND RADIO ACCOUNTS HAVE ERRONEOUSLY INDICATED 
THAT, IN THE JOINT DECLARATION (SEPTEL FOLLOWS) SIGNED AUGUST 24 

BY EOREIGN MINISTERS DE LA FLOR VALLE OF PERU AND VAZQUEZ OF COLOMBIA 

THE TWO NATIONS ENDORSE THE CONCEPT OF A 200 MILE TERRITORIAL 

SEA. 

2. THE ACTUAL WORDING OF THE DECLARATION REFLECTS THE BASIC DIFFEREN- 
CES INHERENT IN THE PATRIMONIAL AND TERRITORIAL CONCEPTS THAT COLOMBIA 

AND PERU RESPECTIVELY ADVOCATE. THE TWO GOVERNMENT "REITERATE THE 
ADVISABILITY OE THE SOUTH PACIFIC COASTAL STATES MEETING TO ESTABLISH 
AGREED CRITERIA THAT, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE EVOLUTION OE THE LAW 
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OF THE SEA AND RESPECTING THE GEOGRAPHIC PARTICULARITIES OE EACH 
COUNTRY, WILL ESTABLISH A COORDINATED SYSTEM TO PROTECT THE SO- 
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VERIEGNTY OE THE TWO STATES OVER THE SEA, ITS ELOOR AND SUB-ELOOR, 

TO 200 MILES, PRINCIPALLY IN REGARD TO THE PROTECTION, EXPLORATION 
AND EXPLOITATION OP ITS RESOURCES POLLUTION CONTROL AND SCIENTIPIC 
INVESTIGATION. SUCH CRITERIA SHOULD INCLUDE THE SPECIPICATION OP 
THE POWERS THAT THE STATES RESERVE TO THEMSELVES IN MATTERS OP SE- 
CURITY, NAVIGATION, OVERPLIGHT AND MARINE INSTALLATIONS". 

3. THIS IS THE SECOND TIME THIS YEAR THAT THE TWO GOVERNMENTS HAVE 
TRIED TO PAPER OVER THEIR PUND AMENT AL DIPFERENCES IN REGARD TO 
THE LAW OP THE SEA. POREIGN MINISTER VAZQUEZ, DURING HIS JANUARY 
VISIT TO PERU (REFTEL) GAVE IMPLICIT SUPPORT IN THE PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
TO THE PERUVIAN POSITON (200 MILE TERRITORIAL SEA), BUT IN THE 
JOINT COMMUNIQUE, AGREED ONLY TO DISCUSS THE QUESTION WITH THE PACI- 
PIC STATES. SUCH EFPORTS AT PLEXIBILITY, IN REGARD TO EXISTING 
POLICY DIPPERENCES WITH OTHER LATIN 

AMERICAN STATES, REFLECT THE GOC POLICY OP ATTEMPTING TO REACH A CON- 
SENSUS ON A LATIN AMERICAN POSITION PRIOR TO THE LOS CONPERENCE IN 
1974. POREIGN MINISTER VAZQUEZ LOOKS UPON THIS AS THE MOST IMPORTANT 
WORK OP HIS MINISTRY AND DESPITE SETBACKS AND OBSTACLES CONTINUES TO 
HOPE THAT HE CAN CONVINCE NATIONS LIKE PERU TO ABANDON CLAIMS OP SO- 
VEREIGNTY OVER 200 MILES AND ADOPT THE MORE LIMITED CONCEPT 
OP THE PATRIMONIAL SEA. 
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